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A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY RECOGNIZING
COMMUNITY ENDORSEMENT OF THE VALLEY RIVER CENTER AS THE PREFERRED
SITE FOR CO-LOCATION OF MUNICIPAL SERVICES WITHIN THE TOWN CENTER
AREA OF EAGLE RIVER AND PROVIDING ASSEMBLY SUPPORT FOR IMMEDIATE
LEASE NEGOTIATIONS.

WHEREAS, in response to residents’ recognition that the central business
district of Eagle River needed a defined town core area with supporting elements, the
Eagle River Central Business District Revitalization Plan was initiated and developed
over a three-year period, with final adoption in 2003 as an element of the
Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, the urban design component of the adopted plan identifies the town
core area of the central business district as the “Town Center of Eagle River” and
recommends co-location of the various municipal functions in Eagle River within a
single multi-functional facility to anchor this town center core area; and

WHEREAS, the library, social and local utility services, police substation,
Emergency Operations Center, parks and recreation, and other municipal offices in
Eagle River occupy leased space at various locations in the community; and

WHEREAS, the library lease will expire in September 2007, offering the need
and opportunity to review and implement parts of the adopted plan; and

WHEREAS, Valley River Center consists of a four-building complex on
Business Boulevard and Building A, former home to Rite Aid pharmacy until 1998 and
the Alaska Marketplace until 2000, has remained empty since 2000; and

WHEREAS, the Valley River Center is located within the town center core area
of the central business district identified in the adopted plan, with proximity to the
transit center, Commons Park, outdoor pavilion and winter ice rink, mixed-use retail
businesses such as cinema, grocery store, bowling alley, eateries, and has existing
walkways, all of which make it ideally located for the co-location of municipal and
public services, including the library; and
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WHEREAS, until a recent change in ownership, full community support and
municipal effort have been unsuccessful in securing space for municipal occupancy at
Valley River Center; and

WHEREAS, new ownership of the Valley River Center and the immediate need
to identify space for the library coincide to allow the municipality an opportunity to
negotiate for leased space sufficient to accommodate co-location of other municipal
services with the library at the Valley River Center,

NOW, THEREFORE, the Anchorage Assembly resolves:

Section1. The Anchorage Assembly hereby formally recognizes the Chugiak-Eagle River
Chamber of Commerce board's unanimous endorsement by resolution on April 24, 2007 of
the Valley River Center as its preferred site and anchor facility for municipal services in the
designated town center core area. The Anchorage Assembly further recognizes that
community councils holding meetings through May have also passed similar resolutions
endorsing this specific site.

Section 2. The Anchorage Assembly recognizes the support and hard work that municipal
officials have given to the community in attempting to secure space for municipal offices in
the Valley River Center over the past 7 or more years, including many officials in the present
administration. The Anchorage Assembly acknowledges and appreciates the pledge and
dedication of the Mayor’s Office to act in accordance with the community’s wishes.

Section 3. In recognition of the need to act timely so that the present opportunity is not
lost. the Anchorage Assembly supports immediate efforts to negotiate for lease of space to
the municipality in the Valley River Center. It is anticipated that the lease will be for a
minimum lease term of 5 years, and a maximum lease term of 9 years, including the exercise
of all options to extend. The library’s current lease is for 12,500 square feet of space and the
Office of Economic and Community Development is conducting needs assessments for the
other municipal entities. It is anticipated that the combined facility be approximately 30,000
square feet, depending on completion of needs assessments. The lease shall be subject to
Assembly approvatl.

Section4. The Anchorage Assembly recognizes that by operation of law, site selection
under AMC 21.15.015 is not invoked for leases less than 10 years. In lieu of site selection
under AMC 21.15.015, the Anchorage Assembly relies on the community's assessment of
this site through the Chamber of Commerce and the four Community Councils holding
meetings before summer hiatus, designation of a town center core area in the adopted
revitalization plan, the location of the Valley River Center within this designated town center
core area, the specific attributes of the location including existing sidewalks, and the site’s
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proximity to other core elements of urban design.

Section 5. The community and the Assembly having endorsed a specific site, neither the
department of property and facility management nor the public purpose will be served by the
solicitation of sealed competitive bids under AMC 7.20.020 or a request for competitive
sealed proposals under 7.20.060. Lease approval by the Assembly shall be subject to
specific waiver and exemption from the requirement of public solicitation under AMC
25.10.030B.7 by the department of property and facilty management, under separate
ordinance of the Assembly and supported by the circumstances outlined in this resolution,

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this [)‘-&‘ day of
-
Junt. , 2007,

Chair VA4
ATTEST.: / O
btdhe Z e St

Municipal Clerk
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